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HAFTARAH:  Lekh L’kha (Get yourself out) 
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Welcome to the haftarah of Lekh L’kha. The Torah portion is a really significant 
one for both Jews as well as non-Jews (Efrayim and sincere seekers from the 
Nations) who have been grafted into the Olive Tree of Isra'el (Romans 11). To be 
sure, this week we embark on the story of one of the most notable men in all of 
Scripture: Avraham Avinu (Abraham our Father). 
 
Avraham (a name which appears 216 times in Scripture) starts out as Avram (46 
times in Scripture), a simple man from a land called Ur, a land of the Chaldeans. 
As our story unfolds, Avram heeds the call of HaShem (God) to get out from 
among his kindred and journey to a Land, which the LORD would give unto him 
as a possession. We quickly see the stability of this remarkable man Avram as 
we read the Torah potion. Three times in just two short chapters we find Avram 
doing what surely sustained his wonderful relationship with the Holy One: Avram 
was a worshipper of the Almighty! (See Genesis 12:7; 13:3, 4; 18) 
 
In the haftarah we pick up on Avraham in chapter 41, verses 8, 9, in the form of a 
comforting promise from HaShem to his chosen Servant Isra’el (Avraham’s 
offspring). This provides the link between the two passages. Something else that 
should become rather obvious in our haftarah passage is that God consistently 
affirms the covenant blessing promised to Isra’el so long ago: possession of the 
Land of Promise, and blessings and protection from those that oppose her! 
 
This particular haftarah is therefore fitting in light of the ongoing events 
surrounding the Middle East today! I am not one to be political, but I am one to 
be theological. 
 
The Land belongs to HaShem.. 
 
..and HaShem has given it to Ya’akov (Jacob). Any opinions, whether they by 
modern or not, must necessarily contend with this covenant truth. God is not a 
liar, and he has not changed his mind. Avraham was singled out to become a 
blessing unto the entire earth. His progeny was also singled out to become such 
a blessing. If the covenant is allowed to be compromised in any way, we destroy 
the force of the purposes of God’s electing Avraham and his offspring in the first 
place. To state it simply, we have no right attempting to decide whom the Land of 
Isra’el should belong to. HaShem has already decided the matter. We as 
believers have aligned ourselves with God through the completed work of his 
Son Yeshua. Therefore, since we are in agreement with God’s Son and God’s 
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Word, we must also be in agreement with his covenant made to the Jewish 
people concerning the Land of Promise. 
 
There is simply no room for compromise. 
 
I am not pushing a political opinion here. I am not pushing any agenda that 
suggests Isra’elis should at all costs be against the Palestinians. All of us have 
been created in the image of the Creator. I am “pro-Torah”. My heart goes out to 
the Palestinian peoples in their quest for statehood. I really feel that they deserve 
one as much as any other people group. I am compelled by Scripture to love and 
pray for them, and this I shall do. But I will not agree with their choice of an Isra’el 
without its Isra’eli inhabitants, nor will I side with any ruler that doesn’t recognize 
the sovereignty of the covenants of God’s unchanging Word. 
 
I want to close with a statement made by a well-known Jewish author named Elie 
Wiesel. Concerning this small quote, his views and opinions are expressly his 
alone, and this author doesn’t necessarily condone everything he might say. I do 
feel that his thoughts do portray the utter “chutzpah” (absurdity) that most Jews 
feel at the thought of ever relinquishing the capital city of Jerusalem to the 
Palestinians, hence my inclusion of his statement here in my commentary. I 
would like to thank the efforts of my e-friend Philip from Canada for forwarding 
me this resource. I will then close out my commentary with a quote from the 
prophet Yechezk’el (Ezekiel). 
 
(Concerning the ongoing Middle East conflict) 
 
Elie Wiesel spoke at the NYC Israel rally a few years ago and his words were 
powerful. His office sent out the following transcript: 

 
"We have gathered here to affirm our solidarity with Israel. We are 
outraged by the hypocritical vote in the Security Council, which did not 
condemn Palestinian excessive reactions but condemned Israel's 
response to them. We stand by Israel whose present struggle was 
imposed upon her by the intransigence of the Chairman of the Palestinian 
Authority. 
 
Those of us who reject hatred and fanaticism as options and who consider 
peace as the noblest of efforts finally recognize Yasir Arafat for what he is: 
ignorant, devious and unworthy of trust. 
 
We had hoped for a genuine peace between Israel and her Arab 
neighbors, including the Palestinians. We had dreams of Israeli and 
Palestinian children playing together, studying together, laughing together, 
and discovering each other's worlds. The pain, the agony, the death of any 
child, Palestinian or Jewish, is a torment to us. But why does Chairman 
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Arafat not protect them but instead uses them as shields for adults 
throwing stones and worse? 
 
Yes, it is with a heavy heart that we say that our dreams of peace have 
gone up in the smoke of ransacked synagogues, in the lynching of Israeli 
prisoners and of blood-thirsty mobs shouting their version of a Jerusalem 
without Jews and a Middle East without Israel. And I blame the [late] 
supreme leader of the Palestinians, Yasir Arafat. 
 
By rejecting Israel's unprecedented generous territorial concessions, he is 
burying the peace process; in so doing, he has betrayed the confidence 
not only of his negotiating partners but of [former] President Clinton and 
other western leaders, just as he has betrayed the highest honor society 
can bestow upon a person. How can a leader, any leader in Israel renew 
discussions with him before all the kidnapped soldiers are returned to their 
families? 
 
By unleashing mob violence and bloodshed in the streets rather than 
guiding his frustrated people toward coexistence and peace, he 
renounced their legitimate aspirations for a future free of suffering and 
hatred. 
 
I hold him responsible for the murder of Rabbi Hillel Lieberman and the 
lynching of two young reservists. All his promises were lies; all his 
commitments were false. Indeed many peace activists here and in Israel 
are now reassessing the Oslo accords. 
 
Under Israel sovereignty, Christians, Jews, and Muslims alike could pray 
without fear in Jerusalem, our capital, which is at the center of Jewish 
history. A Jew may be Jewish far from Jerusalem; but not without 
Jerusalem. Though a Jew may not live in Jerusalem, Jerusalem lives 
inside him. 
 
No other nation's memory is as identified with its memory as ours. No 
people have been as faithful to its name, or have celebrated its past with 
as much fervor. None of our prayers are as passionate as those that 
speak of Jerusalem. 
 
Jerusalem is the dream of our dreams, the light that illuminates our 
hopeless moments. Its legitimacy lies in its sovereignty. To oppose one is 
to deny the other. Israel will never give up either. I accuse him of being 
morally weak, politically shortsighted and an obstacle to peace. 
 
I accuse him of murdering the hopes of an entire generation. His and 
ours.”  Elie Wiesel, NYC, 10/12/00 

 



 4 

“Then the word of ADONAI came to me: “Human being, those living 
in the desolated parts of the land of Isra’el are saying, ‘Avraham was 
only one, and he inherited the land. But we are many, so [how much 
more] is the land given to us to inherit!” (Ezekiel 33:23) 

 
The context of the statement above in Ezekiel is that provided the people remain 
in covenant faithfulness to the true owner of the Land, they will indeed reside 
there! Otherwise HaShem is perfectly capable of having the Land “vomit out” the 
Jews as well as any people! 
 
Pray that God’s children would be faithful and seek his face! 
 
Torah Teacher Ariel ben-Lyman yeshua613@hotmail.com  
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